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It’s high �me we came to grips with the fact that so many of our passerines are just seasonal visitors to Canada, with their 
true homes in the tropics.  When birders meet in Thickson’s Woods and at other favourite birding haunts across North 
America, the conversa�on inevitably turns to the decreasing numbers of once common spring migrants.  Those of us 
who’ve enjoyed decades of birding adventures love to reminisce about “the good old days” when, on a perfect morning in 
May, warblers, tanagers and vireos were literally dripping off the trees.  While there is a tendency to remember the “best” 
days and forget the others, it’s not just in our imagina�ons that numbers of most species are alarmingly lower today.
 The many hundreds of you who’ve helped support Thickson’s Woods Land Trust over the years should be rightly 
proud of what you’ve accomplished.  The twenty-five acre Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve you’ve helped create is a vital 
res�ng and refueling stop for avian travelers searching for an oasis in the ecological desert of factories, truck depots and 
asphalt, fast replacing the natural areas that once welcomed and nurtured them.  I o�en remark to visitors, as they brush 
away the swarms of midges from around their heads, that no bird ever leaves Thickson’s Woods hungry.
 But for most of our avian travellers, their stay in Thickson’s Woods is brief, no more than a few days at most.  What’s 
happening to them during the other 360 days of their year? While many factors contribute to the decline of migratory birds, 
they spend much more �me in their winter homes than anywhere else.  And those homes are increasingly under threat.
That’s where Jocotoco gets involved.
 In this issue of our newsle�er we’d like to introduce you to an organiza�on whose beginnings have a great deal in 
common with Thickson’s Woods Land Trust. David Brewer was around when Jocotoco began and gives you an entertaining 
and insigh�ul glimpse into its early days and evolu�on.

Margaret Bain was the first president of Thickson’s Woods Heritage Founda�on, now our land trust.  Since close to 
forty years have passed since then, Margaret has agreed to take you back to the beginnings.

Jocotoco, 
the Best Habitat 

Protection Organization 
You’ve Never Heard of

Canande Forest, Ecuador (David Agro)



Jocotoco, Conserva�on at the other end
By David Brewer

It’s a peculiar fact that a large number of the bird species 
that we regard as “Canadian” would, under the regula�ons 
of the Department of Manpower and Immigra�on, not be 
eligible for ci�zenship; they never spend the requisite six 
months of any year in Canada.  Ironically, this includes the 
Canada Warbler!  From September un�l May, a majority of 
our insect-ea�ng birds, from nighthawks to warblers, are 
south of our borders. From a conserva�on point of view, 
this is extremely important to recognize; all our efforts 
at preserving the breeding popula�ons of these species 
will come to naught if their vital winter habitat is being 
destroyed------which in fact is occurring at an alarming rate 
as we speak

I take a very modest amount of pride in having 
been involved, “by a set of curious chances”, in the 
crea�on of a highly effec�ve conserva�on organiza�on 
dedicated to preserving habitat in one of the most crucial 
areas, namely Ecuador. While its ini�al focus was the 
protec�on of endemic na�ve species, it also preserves 
important habitat of many Canadian wintering birds.

A good friend of mine, David Agro, was in the 
late nine�es working at the Philadelphia Academy of 
Sciences, one of the premier centres for ornithological 
research in North America.  When I was visi�ng one day he 
introduced me to Dr. Robert Ridgely, a highly dis�nguished 
Neotropical ornithologist and author of The Birds of South 
America. Shortly a�er this Bob discovered a spectacular 
new species of bird, later named the Jocotoco Antpi�a 
Grallaria ridgelyi in southern Ecuador.  

Saturday, April 27
9:00 to Noon

Garlic Mustard Search and 
Destroy Campaign 

(Cancelled in case of rain)

If you can help, park along Thickson 
Road. Walk east along the Waterfront 
Trail to the entrance to the woods. 
Follow the path that wanders south to 
Lake Ontario. At the house on the right 
side of the laneway as you approach 
the lake, there will be tools, and 
containers for collec�ng the mature 
plants.  No experience is necessary.  
Someone will be there to show you 
what to do. And if you have your own 
favourite equipment for tasks such as 
this, by all means bring it along.

Saturday May 4
9:00 to noon

Lakeshore restora�on 

Thanks to a very generous grant from 
TD Friends of the Environment, we’re 
able to begin naturalizing a stretch of 
clifftop along the Lake Ontario shore 
this spring. Plan�ng sturdy na�ve trees 
and deep-rooted prairie grasses and 
wildflowers will help slow erosion and 
block fierce winds that come in off the 
lake, replacing trees that came down in 
recent storms.  This na�ve vegeta�on 
will provide a welcome to warblers, 
flycatchers and tanagers flying in over 
the lake as we work, and for decades to 
come.  Gloves, sharp shovels and pails 
would be useful. Meet at the bo�om of 
Thickson Road at the lake.

Coming Events:
Saturday, September  21

9:00 to 3:30

Annual Fall Nature Fes�val
(Rain or shine, but hoping for “shine”) 

“Max” the magician has agreed to 
return once again to confuse and 
entertain guests of all ages. And our 
resident chickadees, including this 
year’s crop of youngsters, will be 
eagerly awai�ng your arrival, so bring 
along a pocke�ul of sunflower seeds 
so they’re not disappointed.

Jocotoco Antpi�a, Ecuador.



In January 1998 an expedi�on was has�ly organized 
to capture and photograph a specimen. By an extraordinary 
twist of good fortune, at that very �me I was aware that 
an old high-school birding crony, Nigel Simpson, who had 
enjoyed a hugely successful career as an industrial chemist, 
was considering using some of his assets for conserva�on 
purposes.  He needed li�le persuasion to sponsor a fund 
to protect the habitat of the new species----literally in the 
nick of �me. On the 1998 expedi�on we were alarmed to 
look down into a nearby valley to see a line of men with 
machetes, busily conver�ng antpi�a habitat into ca�le 
pasture. (We now know that the en�re world range of this 
species would comfortably fit within the borders of Greater 
Toronto.)

This was the incep�on of the Fundación  Jocotoco. 
The need for habitat preserva�on all over Ecuador was 
so obvious, so urgent and so dire that the ini�al reserve, 
now called Tapichulaca, was only the first of many. In fact, 
the organiza�on has been so successful in fund-raising 
that there are now thirteen reserves, conserving habitats 
varying from wet montane forest, high-al�tude páramo  
to dry xerophy�c woodland, all over Ecuador.  Sites were 
usually chosen for the protec�on of Cri�cally Endangered 
species and in several cases pre�y well encompass the 
en�re world range of that species.  For example, the Yungilla 
reserve was has�ly acquired when a �ny popula�on, some 
fi�een pairs, of the Pale-headed Brush Finch (previously 
feared ex�nct) was discovered. This popula�on has now 
increased five-fold, with coloniza�on of adjacent managed 
habitat.  The Yanacocha reserve, just outside Quito, is 
crucial to the survival of the Cri�cally Endangered Black-
breasted Puffleg, (an exquisite hummingbird), while most 
of the world popula�on of the El Oro Parakeet nests on the 
Buenaventura reserve. 

Birds are not the only organisms protected.  
The high-al�tude Antesana reserve hosts significant 
popula�ons of the Spectacled Bear, while at least a dozen 
species of herps, and numerous orchids, have recently 
been described new to science from Founda�on reserves.

From a Canadian point of view, several of the 
reserves provide vital wintering habitat for northern 
migrant birds, at least fi�y species, including some, like 
Olive-sided and Acadian Flycatchers, whose Canadian 
popula�ons are the cause of serious concern.

The Founda�on is currently engaged in its most 
ambi�ous project to date, the acquisi�on of a huge (some 
30,000 hectares) tract of forest in the northwest of Ecuador 
that is currently under threat from logging interests. There 
is an urgent need for dona�ons for this project.  (See 
dona�on informa�on under “How we can Help” later in 
this newsle�er – editor)

Finally, if anybody is interested in seeing the work 
of the Founda�on in person, there are now five lodges 
located in reserves in diverse habitat.  Not only do these 
give visitors a first-hand look at some superb wildlife areas, 
but, by providing local employment, create a fund of 
goodwill among local people, so essen�al to the long-term 
success of any conserva�on organiza�on. 

We join their families and friends in mourning their passing, and acknowledge their unique contribu�on 
to the rich web of life on planet earth.  On our website we recognize all past dona�ons made in memory 
of friends and loved ones.

Recent dona�ons have been made in memory of these special people

Diana Bellerby
John Cavanagh
Leona Ann Davidson
Alex de Camprieu
Robert Hambley

Barbara Kalthoff
Connie Kurtenbach
Paul McGee
Lillian Sharples
Merlin Suggi�

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Jean Iron)



It was the paint marks on the trunks of the 200- year-old 
White Pines that first concerned us. Thickson’s Woods, a 
small woodlot of mature white pines on the Lake Ontario 
shoreline in Whitby, was already a well-known Ontario 
birding hotspot by the early 1980s, when alarmed local 
naturalists discovered that the area was owned by an 
Oshawa developer who first wanted to recoup the �mber 
value of the huge old pines, then build homes there. 

Nego�a�ons started with Mr. Zygocki in spring 
1982 with an ini�al offer to pay him the �mber value of the 
trees provided clear-cu�ng was cancelled – but this was 
rejected. What seemed to us in those days an enormous 
sum of money, $90,000, was quoted as the only selling 
price he would consider, though this was accompanied by 
an assurance that no tree-cu�ng was planned for several 
months, at least un�l the next winter. 

Two days a�er this conversa�on, while we were 
wondering how on earth to raise so much money, the 
loggers arrived. Phones rang, panic reigned, “tree-huggers” 
flocked to the woods to lie down in front of the logging 
trucks while a flustered young policeman pleaded gallantly 
for coopera�on. The huggers had to get up, the trucks 
moved in and the chilling scream of chain-saws began and 
went on and on and on…

Margaret Carney and Dennis Barry, who live on the 
south side of the woods, nego�ated a personal payment 
to the logging company to save the magnificent row of tall 
pines, the ones where the owls nest, just behind their house, 
while myself and several others robbed our own bank-
accounts and dealt with seemingly endless bureaucracy to 
incorporate the Thickson’s Woods Heritage Founda�on, as 

it then was to be known. In an amazingly short �me we had 
raised enough money for a down-payment and a mortgage. 
But the final stumbling block was to get Mr. Zygocki to sign 
any of the papers needed to give us possession. We mailed 
the forms, we couriered them, we phoned repeatedly, we 
arranged mee�ngs that always fell through – perhaps this 
o�en happens with business deals but we certainly found it 
extremely frustra�ng.  A�er weeks of these constant delays, 
I had an idea and phoned his office to find out the address 
where he would be working that day.  

Armed with all the papers and at least two or three 
ballpoint pens I knew were working well, I drove up to 
the large, beau�ful house Mr. Zygocki was building. To my 
great delight he himself was there, finishing an elaborate 
fireplace for one of the main rooms and actually mixing the 
fast-drying cement compound he was using as he went.  
There was no way out this �me.  He couldn’t stop mixing 
the cement without jeopardising this key fireplace, so, 
grumbling and protes�ng loudly, he reluctantly snatched 
the few seconds it took to sign the papers I gave him with 
the pen I duly placed into his free hand.

So this was the start of the Thickson’s Woods Land 
Trust, which has con�nued and grown and become such a 
valued example of habitat preserva�on.  We owe its success 
to many hundreds if not thousands of generous supporters 
from nearby and from all around the world.  It provides 
many opportuni�es for recrea�on, educa�on and research, 
especially by being so close to areas of major urbanisa�on 
and industrialisa�on.  But, as well, these beau�ful woods 
can offer much-needed �me for quiet, peace, and tranquility 
in these fast-moving, o�en troubling days.

Gi�s That Will Last Forever
Metres of the nature reserve have been saved in the name of:

Raymonde Blomme
Thank you to everyone who gave a friend or loved one a share in this living legacy

—a gi� that will last forever!
On our website we recognize all past dona�ons made to honour friends and loved ones.

Thickson’s Woods Land Trust; 
How It All Began

By Margaret Bain



While we don’t know at this point whether individual birds 
wintering in Jocotoco reserves are the same ones we’re so 
happy to welcome to Thickson`s Woods in May, they could 
well be.  What’s cri�cally important is that someone is doing 
something to benefit birds and other plant and animal 
species in tropical habitats so vital to their survival.

The northernmost of Jocotoco’s reserves is 
Canande, protec�ng part of the highly threatened Choco 
region’s lowland tropical evergreen forest. This part 
of Ecuador is considered one of the most significant 
biodiversity hotspots in the world, along with other such 
threatened areas as Madagascar.
 The reserve lies within the Choco Endemic Bird 
Area.  Its sixty-two restricted-range species make it one 
of the highest such concentra�ons in the world.  Some 25 
percent of the species living here are found nowhere else.  
More than 360 species of birds have been recorded in the 
Canande Reserve, along with more than 100 varie�es of 
mammals, more than 60 types of rep�les and amphibians, 
and a wide variety of plants.
 Less than 10 percent of the original Choco forest in 
Ecuador is s�ll standing.  That por�on outside the protec�on 

of reserves is under ever increasing pressure from �mber 
extrac�on, and land clearing for oil palm planta�ons and 
other types of agriculture.
 Increasingly rare Thickson’s Woods migrants such 
as Olive-sided Flycatchers and Chimney Swi�s share the 
reserve with restricted-range endangered species such as 
Purple Quail-Dove, Great Green Macaw and Mache Glass 
Frog.  Other Thickson’s visitors, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
and Scarlet Tanagers, for example, also spend �me there.
 Jocotoco’s Narupa Reserve southeast of Ecuador’s 
capital, Quito, protects montane evergreen forest 
maintaining habitat for more than 360 bird species, 
including Cerulean Warblers.  Canada Warblers are listed 
as “common” in the area, while Tennessee and Blackpoll 
Warblers and American Redstarts also share this sanctuary.  
Several parcels of adjoining land have been purchased to 
help create connec�ng corridors to other nearby reserves 
and parks.  Resident tropical birds include nearly forty 
species of hummingbirds, with such exo�c names as Wire-
crested Thorntail and Gould`s Jewelfront.
 I’ve always been concerned when we focus 
conserva�on efforts on endangered species, while paying 

Possible Impacts of Jocotoco’s Efforts on 
Thickson’s Woods Migrants

by Dennis Barry

American Redstart (Mike McEvoy)



less a�en�on to those that may seem to be doing fine at the moment.  It’s equally important that habitat be protected 
while bird popula�ons are s�ll healthy.  Many of Jocotoco’s reserves are home to Blackburnian Warblers and Swainson’s 
Thrushes.  While both species are s�ll regular in May in Thickson’s Woods, Swainson’s Thrushes, once abundant, no longer 
pass through in the large numbers they once did.
 In total, Jocotoco reserves allow more than 800 species of birds, as well as countless other life forms, to thrive in 
one of the most biologically diverse places on earth.  Check out some of the many websites illustra�ng the amazing variety 
of species living in their reserves, and you’ll find it hard to resist the urge to join Jocotours on an adventure to this exci�ng 
part of the world.
 Individual dona�ons to Jocotoco are matched by funds from Rainforest Trust, so your conserva�on dollars go even 
further.  Such dona�ons also allow Jocotoco to emphasize the broad level of their support base when solici�ng funding 
from corporate and ins�tu�onal donors. 

We can only hope that what Jocotoco is accomplishing in Ecuador will be an inspira�on and a roadmap for others 
longing to protect cri�cal tropical habitats.

Scarlet Tanager (Mike McEvoy)

Swainson`s Thrush (Mike McEvoy)

Blackburnian Warbler (Mike McEvoy)
Blackpoll Warbler (Mike McEvoy)



  

David Agro and Mar�n Schaefer, 
the Driving Force behind Jocotoco
by Dennis Barry

It takes many people with diverse skills to help any 
organiza�on func�on effec�vely. But it also takes dedicated, 
determined leadership from individuals with boundless 
energy and expansive vision, ones willing to take risks 
and search for some�mes unorthodox solu�ons when 
confronted with complex obstacles.  David Agro and Mar�n 
Schaefer possess these quali�es in spades.
 David grew up in Hamilton and was a keen birder 
and naturalist from an early age.  He’s a superb botanist, 
always no�cing interes�ng plants wherever he travels.  
Early in his career he spent �me conduc�ng research in 
tropical areas including Ecuador.  His training as an architect, 
designing unique buildings in a variety of se�ngs, provides 
an outlet for his diverse talents and crea�vity.  Recently, 
he designed the lodge for one of the Jocotoco  Reserves.  
He lives in Toronto, but spends �me restoring an old farm 
near the Lake Erie shore to its former biological health by 
plan�ng species na�ve to the area before se�lers cleared 
it, while removing non-na�ve plants.

 David is president of the Jocotoco Founda�on.  
He takes great pride in the fact that a greater propor�on 
of money donated to Jocotoco goes directly to its 
conserva�on efforts than perhaps any other organiza�on 
of its kind in the world.
 Dr. Mar�n Schaefer resigned his posi�on as Chief of 
the Evolu�onary Biology and Animal Ecology Department 
at the University of Freiburg in Germany to take on the 
posi�on of Execu�ve Director of Jocotoco Founda�on.   
When asked about that decision recently, while welcoming 
the president of Germany to Jocotoco’s  An�sanilla Reserve, 
his response was, “Conserva�on is done with ac�ons and 
not with papers.”
 Mar�n conducts Founda�on business some�mes 
from his home in Germany, some�mes from the 
Founda�on’s headquarters in Quito, and the rest of the 
�me from wherever he happens to be in the world.
 Twice over the past two years I’ve had the pleasure 
of sharing birding adventures with Mar�n and David in 

Harpy Eagle nest (David Beadle)



China.  They’re both skilled, energe�c birders able to spot 
wanted species at great distances, and eager to share those 
finds with their companions.
 But as soon as we boarded the bus to head to the 
next birding spot, their conversa�ons invariably turned to 
the latest issues to be solved with Jocotoco.  Some�mes 
the discussion was about nuts and bolts day-to-day details 
that needed to be taken care of.  Some�mes it dealt with 
personnel situa�ons.  But more o�en than not it involved 
more complex issues like crea�ng a budget for what has 
become, out of necessity, a quite large organiza�on.  And 
most importantly, it became strategizing to find a way to 
head off the most pressing current threat facing cri�cal 
habitat somewhere in Ecuador.
 David and Mar�n make a great team. Their 
strengths complement each other.  Mar�n is so�-spoken, 
engaging and always the diplomat.  He has strong opinions, 
but has a gi� for bringing others around to his point of 
view gradually without being confronta�onal. David’s more 
impa�ent, while recognizing that the rest of the world 
doesn’t always move at the pace he’d like. Their discussions 
are always conducted from a posi�on of mutual respect, 
which inevitably leads to the best outcomes.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP?
The leaders in the ba�le to protect Thickson’s Woods 
discovered early on that the only way to truly protect land 
is to own it.  Efforts to elicit government assistance were 

usually fruitless, �me-consuming and frustra�ng.  Jocotoco 
has a good rela�onship with the Ecuadorian government, 
but while government inten�ons are good, their resources 
are limited.  And I’m sure, early on, there were frustra�ng 
moments for the Jocotoco leadership in making things 
happen at the pace needed.
 Fundación de conserva�on Jocotoco, with financial 
help from thousands of individuals and organiza�ons 
around the world, has managed to purchase and protect 
more than 53,000 acres of cri�cally important habitat in 
Ecuador.  All those who’ve made this happen deserve our 
sincerest thanks for what they’ve achieved. But they have 
also earned the right to expect our financial help to acquire 
other spaces being threatened with decima�on, home to 
North American migrants and Ecuadorian residents alike.  
Mar�n Schaefer, during a recent interview, said, “Any 
person can donate to the cause, and $200 will buy an acre 
of land which the Founda�on will match.”
 To help, go to www.jocotoco.org At the top on 
the right click on “ENGLISH.” On the same line to the le�, 
click on “Support our work.”  Scroll down to the map of 
Canada, where you will find how to donate through the 
“Interna�onal Conserva�on Fund of Canada.”

To donate by postal mail, send a cheque in the 
name of David Agro to Interna�onal Conserva�on Fund of 
Canada, P.O. Box 40, Chester, Nova Sco�a, B0J 1J0.  Please 
indicate that your dona�on is for Jocotoco Founda�on.  
You’ll receive a tax receipt for your gi�.

Banded Ground Cuckoo (F. Sornoza)



Spring is finally here, a�er the hardest winter for many 
years.  I wonder what’s in store for us at Thickson’s Woods 
this year.  We’re excited to resume our biodiversity studies 
and eagerly wai�ng for the temperature to reach 10 C 
overnight, which is the trigger to start moths flying. 

This year I have decided not to apply for MNRFA 
permits to trap bats and small mammals, as I think we have 
a pre�y good idea of what species of mammals populate 
the reserve. But there are other plants and animals we 
know li�le about. 

We’ve already begun looking at fungi, and hope 
to publish the results in the Fungi of Thickson’s Woods 
some�me in the future. 

Some beetles are a�racted to lights, so show up on 
sheets during moth nights.  This year we hope to be able to 
place non-lethal traps in different loca�ons to try to catch 
other kinds.  There are a huge number of beetle species, 
o�en with subtle and minute differences in appearance.   
With no easy-to-use, well-illustrated field guides available, 
iden�fica�on is a big challenge.

Another really fascina�ng group is spiders.  We 
need to discover how many varie�es we host in the 
reserve. If you’re interested in documen�ng spiders, please 
contact me.  Here’s a chance to add a whole new wealth 
of knowledge to what’s known about the creatures that 
inhabit Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve.

News from the 
Ma� Holder Environmental Research Fund

  by Phill Holder
When we caught Bald-faced Hornets (really a 

wasp) in our moth trap, and also found their nests, I 
wondered what other wasps we could have. I know there 
are European Paper Wasps as well as Yellow Jackets, so this 
winter I acquired some traps designed to kill wasps and 
converted them to non-lethal types.  I plan to hang these 
traps and see what we catch. 

When it comes to traps, there is no shortage of 
those designed to kill. I came across a trap designed to 
eliminate slugs and snails from gardens. Of course, traps 
don’t discriminate and I would like to think that not all 
snails and slugs are harmful.

Snails and slugs are gastropods, very interes�ng 
animals. Gastropod means “stomach foot” as the foot is 
located on the stomach, which is how they move. While 
gardeners dislike them for ea�ng their plants, they are 
food for a wide variety of other animals.  I have seen and 
photographed the White-lipped Snail, an import from 
Europe, and I remember seeing a Brown-lipped Snail some 
years ago, but that’s about all I know.  

So we’ll see what we can learn. I bought the deluxe 
trap – designed to kill 20 snails and slugs per night - and will 
make it non-lethal and see what shows up.  If this works, 
I’ll make my own traps and place them in different areas of 
the reserve. There are some really a�rac�vely marked slugs 
and snails found in Ontario, although the only slug I recall 
seeing at Thickson’s is the Garden Slug. I will admit, slugs 
are not my favourite animal.  I recall being offered Sea Slug 
at a classy business dinner in China.  I politely declined.

European Paper Wasp (Phill Holder) White-lipped Snail (Phill Holder)



Dovekie Alle alle
There was an unexpected end to 2018 when I received a 
call from Dennis Barry on December 28th, asking me if I 
would like to see a Dovekie. I told him I was on my way, and 
called Mike McEvoy as I immediately rushed over to meet 
Dennis in his backyard. He had told me over the phone that 
the Dovekie was safe in a box in his shed. I never thought 
to ask if the bird was alive or dead. However, it didn’t really 
ma�er, as I was intrigued, to say the least, that this small 
sea bird had found its way into Lake Ontario - far from its 
Atlan�c wintering grounds.

When I arrived I was greeted by the original finder, 
Carolyn Van Goch, as well as Margaret Carney and Dennis 
Barry.  Carolyn explained that she discovered the bird, a 
few feet from the water’s edge, while birding along the 
Lake Ontario beach at Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve. 

The Dovekie, or Li�le Auk, is the smallest 
species in the Alcidae or auk family which also includes 
the Atlan�c Puffin. Dovekies are abundant in the High 
Arc�c during the breeding season, nes�ng in crevices on 
coastal cliffs or slopes in huge colonies, with the highest 
concentra�ons in northwestern Greenland. Iden�fica�on 
was straigh�orward, as there can be no confusion with 
other auks. The Dovekie is a small, compact, chubby bird a 
li�le larger than a European Starling. It has a black short bill 
and its upperparts are mainly black, with white underparts 
and a white chin and throat. Its feet and legs are blackish 

New Birds for Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve: 
by Phill Holder
(Reprinted from Aquilla, newsle�er of the Ma� Holder Environmental Research Fund}

grey and set back towards the rear of its body. Its pointed 
wings are used for “flying” under water and it can dive up to 
30m in search of the invertebrates and crustaceans found 
in plankton. In flight it has a typical whirling appearance.

“Our” bird was obviously freshly dead, as the 
plumage was in excellent condi�on. 

I tenta�vely iden�fied the bird as a male in its first 
winter. I could feel no body fat, which was hardly surprising 
given its normal diet of plankton, which of course is not 
available in Lake Ontario. 

Mike took a series of photographs to document 
this major rarity in the Great Lakes.

Dovekie Alle alle Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve, 
Whitby, Ontario. 

December 28, 2018 (Mike McEvoy).



Yes, I want to help protect Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve.   It’s a very special place!
We need spaces where plants and animals can thrive and people can relax in nature.

                                  Here is my tax-deduc�ble contribu�on of  $                Date                        
      
 Name                                             Address                                                                                                            
                                                                     
 City                                Prov/State                        Postal Code                          Tel.                             
                       
 e-mail                                                                                                                                                                       
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Dovekie Alle alle 
Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve

December 28, 2018 (Mike McEvoy).

Thankyou to Dennis Barry for providing me with a copy of George Sco�’s 
field sketch of the Dovekie he found in Oshawa Harbour, Ontario on 
February 8th 1955.

Dovekies spend the winter mainly in Low Arc�c 
waters at the edge of pack ice, and into the Atlan�c off 
Newfoundland and Nova Sco�a, but occasional movements 
farther south correspond with abundance of zooplankton.  
Birds have been recorded during the winter off the New 
England coast.

Although this is the first record for Thickson’s 
Woods, it is not the only record for Durham Region. On 
February 8th, 1955, George Sco�, a very experienced 
naturalist and bird ar�st, found a Dovekie swimming in 
Oshawa harbour in a very weak condi�on that allowed for 
close study. I have included George’s original sketch. 

In total there have been seven records of Dovekie 
for the GTA. (Glenn Coady pers.comm.) These birds and 
other alcids are o�en associated with storms that push the 
birds inland or into the Great Lakes.  However, looking at 
the weather pa�erns during December 2018, there were 
no major storms that could have contributed to this bird 
being so far from the Atlan�c.

Glenn Coady took the Dovekie to the Royal Ontario 
Museum, where it has been prepared as a specimen.

Speirs, Murray 1985 Birds of Ontario, Vol.II, Natural Heritage, Toronto, Ontario
Tozer, Ronald G. & James M. Richards 1974 Birds of the Oshawa - Lake Scugog 
Region, Alger Press. Oshawa, Ontario.

Barrow’s Goldeneye 
Bucephala islandica
2019 was barely underway when another new bird for the 
Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve Bird Checklist was add-
ed. On the morning of January 13th, at about 11:15 a.m., 
Glenn Coady observed a male Barrow’s Goldeneye out 
in Thickson Bay. It was seen for about 45 minutes before 
it began dri�ing off to the east toward Stevenson Point. 
What a great start to the year!  Barrow’s Goldeneye is a rare 
but regular winter visitor to Ontario. 
The total number of bird species recorded at Thickson’s 
Woods Nature Reserve now stands at 322.


