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Birds, Beavers & Bu�erflies 
Nature Fes�val, 

Saturday, September 15
What are the most memorable moments at the nature 
fes�val each year?  That depends on who you are, but 
judging by the many smiles on happy faces as family groups 
make their way back up the Waterfront Trail a�er a busy 
day, there’s something to entertain folks of all ages.  Who 
can resist the thrill of holding the delicate warm form of a 
newly banded warbler in your hand, before releasing it and 
watching it fly off to con�nue its journey, perhaps to South 
America?
 Then there’s the an�cipa�on of en�cing a hungry 
chickadee to land on your finger to snatch an offered 
sunflower seed.
 The many faces decorated to resemble ki�ens or 
bu�erflies a�est to the popularity of the face-pain�ng 
corner.  And the busy hammering from the Home Depot 
tent is followed by happy carpenters clutching their 
crea�ons as they race off to the next intriguing challenge.
 It’s no surprise that what brings folks back to the 
fes�val year a�er year are the many natural wonders to 

be discovered among the trees and trails of the nature 
reserve.  Follow one of our knowledgeable leaders as they 
explore with you the hills and hollows of Thickson’s Woods, 
once the haunt of trainees from nearby Camp X with more 
sinister objec�ves in mind, as they prepared for dangerous 
clandes�ne missions  as spies in World War II Europe. 

Or wander the meadow on your own, keeping one 
eye on the sky for migra�ng hawks while watching bright 
orange monarch bu�erflies dri� gently past.  Who would 
believe these gossamer creatures are capable of making it 
thousands of kilometres to the cool fir-clad mountains of 
central Mexico?

Follow the signs south through the woods to the 
always popular enchanted garden.  Stop on the way to 
see what fascina�ng new discoveries the Ma� Holder 
Environmental Research team have made in their quest 
to unravel the mysteries of the natural marvel that is 
Thickson’s Woods.
 No doubt all the excitement will make you hungry, 
so don’t forget to bring along a li�le cash for a hotdog or 
hamburger, or perhaps something yummy from the bake 
table.  Be sure to save a li�le change to bid on any treasure 
that catches your fancy at the silent auc�on.
  And if you’re up for a real challenge, you 
can always try one more �me to unravel the mysteries of 
the magic of Max the Magnificent.  No one’s managed yet, 
but good luck.



The southern edge of the reserve is special.  A 
modest bluff overlooks the lake, crea�ng a vista extending 
to the horizon.  Only on very clear days is it possible to spot 
smoke from the stack of an oil-fired genera�ng sta�on 
some fi�y kilometres away in New York State.

The view from here is ever-changing, from season 
to season, hour to hour and even minute to minute.  
Waterfowl are a prime a�rac�on in autumn, winter and 
spring.  Birders set up telescopes to admire the changing 
flow of species moving past.  Long lines of double-crested 
cormorants hug the waves as they coast silently along 
offshore from east to west, or west to east depending on 
the season.  Dark swirls on the horizon may be huge flocks 
of long-tailed ducks recently arrived from the high arc�c.  
Within a day or so of the first heavy frosts of autumn, tens 
of thousands of red-breasted mergansers appear overnight 
as if by magic, forced from their northern summer lakes 
by newly formed ice.  As they dive and emerge with beaks 
filled with fish, they are constantly harassed by noisy, 
swirling masses of ring-billed gulls hoping to steal their 
catch.  One Thanksgiving Day, I counted more than five 
hundred common loons sca�ered across the bay.  

Autumn is perhaps the best season to spot unusual 
birds over the lake.  Our sharp-eyed next-door neighbour, 
Glenn Coady, spends hours scanning the horizon, especially 
a�er the remnants of a hurricane move through.  One 
Sunday in September he came over to report that he had 
been seeing jaegers far out over the lake, and suggested 
we should try our luck.  So the next day Margaret and I 
set up our scopes on the bank and began scanning the 
distant horizon.  It was a pleasant sunny day.  We could see 
vague shapes moving about, but weren’t able to iden�fy 
any of them.  Res�ng our eyes from the strain, we glanced 
down at the water below, only to spot a beau�ful pair of 
pomarine jaegers flying past prac�cally at our feet.

Spring is good for spo�ng rari�es, too.  On a 
calm morning in May, Margaret no�ced a distant group 
of ducks against the bank off the point to the west.  They 
were spinning around like phalaropes, obviously intent 
on capturing some sort of food from the water’s surface.  
What they were ea�ng, or even what species of ducks they 
were, was impossible to tell from a kilometre away.  But 
one individual had an unfamiliar white streak above its eye 
that curved down onto its neck.  Specula�on mounted as to 
what it was un�l it cooperated by flying nearer and landing 
not far offshore to reveal itself as a male garganey, a “lifer” 
for Margaret and me, and for the fortunate few who 
managed to track it down farther east later in the day.

By the end of May, migra�on is winding down, 
warmer, calmer weather se�les in, and Lake Ontario 
some�mes seems quiet and devoid of life.  But that can be 
an illusion.

At dawn on a clear July morning this year, I walked 
out to the bluff in front of our house to check condi�ons 
for watering the garden.  An extended drought had forced 
me to set up an irriga�on system unused for several years.  
Strong waves s�r up algae that clogs the foot valve, so it’s 
possible to pump water from the lake only when the wind 
shi�s to the north and the waters calm.

Just as I looked over the edge, a large, dark, furry 
animal emerged from among boulders placed along the 
shore many years ago to deter erosion during strong spring 
storms.  It raced down to the water’s edge and began 
swimming out into the lake.  About fi�y metres from 
shore it disappeared beneath the surface.  A minute or 
so later, it reappeared and swam back to shore.  I no�ced 
that it was carrying something in its mouth, a small fish it 
had captured.  On spo�ed me, it disappeared among the 
rocks.  By then I had recognized it as a mink going fishing 
for breakfast. 

I set up the watering system, but soon found that 
there was s�ll enough algae floa�ng about to clog the foot 
valve within minutes.  A�er stopping the pump several 
�mes, laboriously climbing up and down the bank each 
�me, I decided to make myself comfortable in the shade 
of a small willow tree that had sprouted among the rocks, 
so I could clear the foot valve without stopping the pump.  
Se�ling on a cushion on a shaded boulder, I began to read a 
book I’d carried down with me.

It wasn’t long before I no�ced a movement nearby 
and looked up to see the mink staring at me from between 
some boulders perhaps ten feet away.  From my vantage 
point, I was able to see the characteris�c white mark under 
its chin as it stuck its head up to check out this stranger 

Life along the Shore
By Dennis Barry

Mink (David Beadle) 



Gi�s That Will Last Forever
Metres of the nature reserve 

have been saved in the name of:

Harry and Eileen Kerr
in celebra�on of their 

75th Wedding Anniversary

Thank you to everyone who gave a friend or 
loved one a share in this living legacy

—a gi� that will last forever!

On our website we recognize all past dona�ons made to 
honour friends and loved ones.

invading its space.  A moment later it disappeared and I 
went back to reading.

The next �me I looked up to check for algae, I saw a 
common loon swimming nearby.  I watched as it dived and 
resurfaced several �mes, perhaps searching for some of 
the same schools of fish the mink had raided for breakfast.  
The next �me I looked up, I realized the loon had changed, 
as if by magic, into a drake long-tailed duck.  While both 
these waterfowl can some�mes be heard during summer, 
calling from far out in the lake, I hadn’t recently seen either 
swimming near shore.

Then I no�ced an animal swimming out from the 
bank a bit farther west.  But this one was smaller and 
browner.  It seemed to be a weak swimmer, and didn’t 
venture far before turning back.  Probably a young mink 
learning to swim.

A few moments later I heard a nasal call and looked 
up to see a Bonaparte’s gull fly past, another species more 
typical of arc�c Canada at that season.

By this �me the water had cleared and algae was 
no longer clogging the foot valve, so with the aid of a rope 
I’d installed to make the ascent easier, I climbed to the 
top of the bank to get on with the morning’s chores.  But 
I promised myself I’d return to check on the mink family, 
and take �me to sit and, once more, get in tune with the 
rhythm of life along the shore.

Invasive Species Removal Day, 
Saturday, December 1

Nicolas and Siena, our summer staff, made great 
progress in removing both dog-strangling vine and 
garlic mustard, but spreading colonies of European fire 
ants made entering certain patches impossible.  With 
this bothersome pest deep underground for the winter, 
it’s up to us to finish the job.  

So join us on Saturday December 1st.  Follow 
the Waterfront Trail east from Thickson Road. Turn 
right and follow the path south through the woods to 
the south side, where we’ll collect tools and plan our 
a�ack.  Dress for the weather.  It might be cool, but 
there won’t be any bi�ng insects to annoy. 

 Waterfowl that spent their summer on 
northern lakes have been forced south by approaching 
winter.  They’re already in colourful new dress, with 
males trying to impress females as they gather along 
the Lake Ontario shore to plan for next season’s return 
trip north.   There’s always something new to learn 
about duck behaviour.  We’ll take �me out to observe.

If you are sending a Gi� That Will Last Forever dona�on to celebrate a special �me in the life of a friend or family 
member, it’s always best to send them a card yourself, le�ng them know, in case the event is too close for us to 
meet the deadline.

We apologize for not ge�ng a card 
recognizing the event to them before 
their special day.

Best wishes 
to 

Eileen and Harry



Thank you, thank you, thank you
TD Friends of the Environment
Trying to keep invasive, non-na�ve plants out of a nature 
reserve is an ongoing challenge, an almost overwhelming 
one.  A few fast-spreading, far-reaching aliens know every 
trick in the botanical world to shade out, crowd out, choke 
out our na�ve Ontario plants, a vanishing heritage.
 This summer, a Federal student-works program 
aimed at comba�ng invasive species, organized by the 
Ontario Federa�on of Anglers and Hunters, enabled the 
hiring of two environmental science students to tackle 
garlic mustard in Thickson’s Woods, dog-strangling vine 
in the meadow, and water sampling to determine the 
health of the Corbe� watershed.  Thank you, Siena Morris, 
Nicholas Frion, our Canadian government and OFAH!
 And there’s more good news: vital 
help in restoring na�ve plants.  A generous gi� 
from TD Friends of the Environment is enabling 
the purchase of na�ve grasses, wildflowers, 
shrubs and trees to enhance biodiversity in 
cri�cal corners of the Thickson’s Woods Nature 
Reserve.  Thanks to TD, It feels like Christmas 
came early!

We also wish to thank Patricia Lowe and Diana 
Shermet of CLOCA for their valuable help, �me, 
advice and exper�se, contribu�ng to the health 
and well-being of Thickson’s Woods.
 All much, much, much appreciated!
Many, many thanks also to each and every one 
of you who �relessly support Thickson’s Woods 
Land Trust year a�er year by volunteering your 

�me in so many ways, dona�ng items for the silent auc�on 
and the bake sale, and helping out financially.

Recently we’ve incurred addi�onal expenses in 
maintaining the reserve, things such as removing trees 
threatening neighbouring proper�es and keeping ahead of 
persistent threats from invasive species.
 As well, we’ve embarked on a quest to restore 
Corbe� Creek Marsh to the pris�ne level it enjoyed in the 
past.  It’s �me we invested in ensuring the future integrity 
of this wetland that’s such an integral component of the 
reserve ecosystem.
 So thank you, one and all.  It’s your generous help 
that makes it possible to live up to our promise to “Protect 
the flora and fauna of Thickson’s Woods in perpetuity.”

News from the 
Ma� Holder Environmental Research Fund

Latest Update

Research within the Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve 
con�nued this year, albeit at a slower pace than during the 
previous four years, as some of the projects conclude.

Milk Snakes
This has been agood news, bad news story.  A�er earlier 
success at finding and recording these beau�ful snakes, 
including a mixture of yearlings and adults, 2017 was a 
disaster. We did not record a single snake. No sigh�ngs by 
residents or reports of road kills on nearby streets or the 
Waterfront Trail.  Neighbours on adjacent proper�es also 
reported a lack of snakes. It was very disappoin�ng. 

This year we were beyond thrilled to have at least 
four records of Milk Snakes. Three were photographed, 
and we can tell from the head pa�erns that not only were 
they unique individuals, but also different from ones we 
had recorded in previous years. We are so happy.   Is this a 
comeback from the brink?

Mammals
Although we applied for trapping permits early in the year, 
administra�ve changes at the MNRF resulted in our permit 
being issued too late for us to complete compara�ve 
studies.

  by Phill Holder



From observa�ons, we know that the White-footed 
Mice are doing well, as are Meadow Voles.   Since shrews 
are ac�ve at night and seldom observed, it is difficult to say 
how they fared in the hot summer.  One local residence did 
have several visits by one or more Northern Short-tailed 
Shrews. 

Possibly due to the abundance of mice, the local 
Mink are doing well, with regular sigh�ngs.  They’re o�en 
seen patrolling the rocky Lake Ontario shoreline.

The White-tailed Deer con�nue to thrive, much to 
the dismay of local residents.  It seems deer like to munch 
on the plan�ngs of some of the keen gardeners around the 
reserve. While it used to be a mission to keep rabbits out 
of gardens, now the topic of conversa�on is how to foil 
the local deer which are people friendly and not easily 
deterred.

We see raccoons all the �me, but the resident 
popula�on is considerably reduced.  We believe that the 
numbers were at an all-�me high in 2017 and the Reserve 
was overpopulated.  Just ask the residents, as these cri�ers 
are more destruc�ve than the deer. We wonder if the 
increase in coyotes that are becoming more urbanized is 
having an impact?

Moths
The incredible discoveries con�nue, with eight more 
moths added to our list this year, bringing the grand total 
to 1,018.  And we haven’t  yet reached the peak �me for 
vagrant moths.  September/October are the months when 
really rare moths can be expected to show up, maybe due 
to a storm or other weather pa�ern.  Some moths, like the 
Velvet Bean Caterpillar Moth, turn up from the south each 
fall, although they do not breed here.

Bu�erflies
Of note this year has been the unprecedented numbers 
of Giant Swallowtails, now almost daily visitors to local 
gardens. The first Ontario Bu�erfly Atlas, published in 
1991 by the Toronto Entomologists Associa�on, lists the 
Giant Swallowtail as uncommon, with records essen�ally 
restricted to the north shore of Lake Erie.  The latest Atlas 
has sigh�ngs all along the north shore of Lake Ontario and 
north to O�awa.  These huge bu�erflies feed on Prickly Ash 
and Hop trees.  I think it’s a classic case of northward range 
expansion due to global warming.  But I’m really happy to 
see them!

Bats
Along with moths, these wonderful animals are worthy 
of con�nued study as we wind down other research. 
Unfortunately, our permit to trap bats in the Reserve came 
too late in the season to conduct a proper survey.  We will 
try again next year.  We caught Big Brown Bats last year 
and they were healthy and seem to be thriving.  Since we 
frequently record five other species acous�cally, the goal is 
to catch some of these to assess their health.

It’s an exci�ng experience to hold a bat, wonderful 
intelligent animals, so intriguing, yet so mysterious. As long 
as there is interest, we will con�nue with the Bat Talk and 
Walk by Toby Thorne, who has become an invaluable asset 
to bat research throughout the province. Our last ou�ng 

Two Milk Snakes photographed this spring. 
Above (Nicolas Frion). Right (O�o Peter).

Giant Swallowtail, photographed in a resident’s garden in August
(Phill Holder)



recorded four species, Big Brown Bat, Red Bat, Hoary Bat 
and Silver-haired Bat.  A great night!

It’s heartening to know that Thickson’s Woods Land 
Trust has started to monitor the water quality of Corbe� 
Creek north of the 401. This will help determine the type 
and source of pollu�on that is having such a nega�ve 
impact on Corbe� Marsh.  The hope is that solu�ons to the 
pollu�on of wetlands can be found, so the insects, rep�les 
and amphibians that lived here historically will return. 

Although much of our research is complete, 
working within the Reserve these last five years has far 
from sa�sfied my curiosity.  Rather, it has created a whole 
new undiscovered ecosystem, much of it uniden�fiable, or 

with data available only in obscure postgraduate papers.  
I’m talking about all the insects, spiders and other creepy 
crawlies that has all members of our research team 
increasingly inquisi�ve.  There’s so much to look at, so 
much to record, so much to iden�fy.  While it’s doub�ul 
we’ll ever get to the point where I can say, “Yes, I have 
recorded all the biodiversity of this great reserve,” the 
quest con�nues to be challenging and rewarding.

I am fortunate to be able to share experiences with constant 
field companions Mike McEvoy, Phil Reyenga, Dennis Barry 
and Margaret Carney.  Each new discovery, every challenge 
met and mastered, the good-natured banter among group 
members, all add to the enjoyment.

Some of the incredible creatures we capture in photographs during our 
research. Le� a Gnat sp. (Mike McEvoy). Above the Virginia Tiger Moth 
caterpillar (Dennis Barry) and below a Plant Hopper O�ocerus degeeri 
(Mike McEvoy).



  

Hello, my name is Natalie Rae.  I am fi�een years old 
and a�ending All Saints Catholic Secondary School.  This 
summer I had the opportunity to be a part of a five-week 
program with the Student Conserva�on Associa�on  where 
a crew of eight students from across Canada and the USA 
did conserva�on work on both sides of the border, in E.C 
Manning Provincial Park, Garibaldi Provincial Park and North 
Cascades Na�onal Park.  During the five weeks, we worked 
on back-country trails including the Pacific Crest Trail. 
The PCT travels from Mexico all the way to Canada.  The 

distance is roughly the same as walking a marathon a day 
for a hundred days!  Luckily my crew was only working on 
the Canada side in an area on the border with Washington. 

We had other interes�ng experiences, too.  The 
trail from E.C Manning is a 16km hike, but because we had 
so many materials to bring, we were flown to our site in 
a helicopter.  We stayed in the interior for four days and 
during that �me we met dedicated hikers (some had been 
on the trail for over six months!)  Each person had their own 
unique stories and advice for us. 

 A�er we completed the trail work in the interior, 
we travelled back along a spectacular ridge where we 
had a view of snow-capped and tree-lined mountains. For 
the remainder of the �me at E.C Manning we built many 
bridges on the Scagit Bluffs Trail.  A�er these first two 
intense weeks, we got to hike up to Garibaldi Provincial 
Park, where we camped at the ranger sta�on on a glacial 
lake.  Swimming in the chilling lake felt amazing a�er the 
10km hike, which had 24 switch-backs!  This part of the 
trip was mostly just for fun and to gain back our energy as 
we got to hike Panorama Ridge and Black Tusk Mountain.  
Panorama Ridge is a fairly easy hike.  At the summit is an 
alpine meadow filled with many beau�ful wildflowers and 
trees.  We had an overhead panoramic view of dozens 
of glaciers and snowy mountains surrounding the glacial 
lake where we camped.  Black Tusk is a unique mountain 
formed by igneous rock, offering hikers amazing views.

A�er this break, we went south at an unofficial 
border crossing to North Cascades Na�onal Park.  We were 
supposed to camp at a place called Hozemeen on Ross 
Lake, where you can see amazing constella�ons and the 
Milky Way.  Unfortunately, a wildfire was ge�ng close, so 
we only were able to spend one night there (we made the 
most of it by having a swim party at sunset!). The next day, 
we were evacuated by the parks service. 

Natalie’s Mountain Adventure



We ended up in Marblemount, Washington. 
It was a great place to stay. We were near a huge 
stable, housing horses and mules used as pack 
animals on the backcountry trails. We also learned 
the importance of wildfires on the West Coast, 
because they make the soil richer with nutrients to 
allow regrowth.

 All in all, this trip gave me the chance to 
make special friends and experience breathtaking 
views. I learned backpacking skills and the 
importance of Leave No Trace hiking.  I came home 
with even more apprecia�on for our planet and for 
the unique plants and animals we share it with.

Editor’s Note
Natalie first appeared as a volunteer at Thickson’s 
Woods with her family when she was about nine 
years old.  From that first day she was keen to help, 
always eager to get her hands dirty digging garlic 
mustard.  Since then, she has assisted in many ways, 
including talking to guests at past fes�vals about 
their experiences.
 This year, you’ll meet her at the fes�val 
gate, smiling to greet you as you arrive. 

The number and variety of species living in Corbe� Creek 
Marsh has declined steadily over the years since Thickson’s 
Woods Heritage Founda�on was established back in the 
1980s to protect the woods and the por�on of the marsh 
that’s part of the nature reserve.  Leopard Frogs that were 
once abundant have virtually disappeared, as have Green 
Frogs and American Toads.  Dragonfly species that used to 
be common are here no longer.
 Moth expert David Beadle and other members 
of the Ma� Holder Environmental Research team remark 
frequently about the lack of certain moth species normally 
present near healthy wetlands. Phill Holder and Mike 
McEvoy have photographed widespread evidence of 
pollu�on that is impac�ng the marsh.

Several months ago Mayor Don Mitchell, several 
staff members from the Central Lake Ontario Conserva�on 
Authority and members of the Thickson’s Woods board 
met to discuss the situa�on, to try to determine what 
ac�ons might be taken to help solve the issues threatening 
the marsh.

 Two primary concerns were iden�fied: rapid 
encroachment by Phragmites into the marsh and 
deteriora�ng water quality.
  In early July, a mee�ng was held at CLOCA 
headquarters to discuss water quality in the east and west 
branches of Corbe� Creek.  Previous tes�ng of water by 
CLOCA in each branch just upstream from the marsh had 
shown that water quality was poor, especially in the east 
branch. Heather Brooks from CLOCA, who chaired the 
mee�ng, suggested se�ng up a commi�ee to approach 
property owners along the creeks to engage them in 
discussions about the situa�on and start examining 
possible solu�ons.
 Dennis Barry suggested collec�ng water samples 
farther upstream on each branch to provide a comparison, 
in an effort to narrow down possible pollu�on sources.  
Thickson’s Woods Land Trust summer staff, Nicolas Frion 
and Siena Morris, would collect the first samples as part 
of their summer employment.  Phill Holder asked them 
if they would volunteer to come back to collect the next 

Water Quality in Corbe� Creek Marsh, 
a concern that needs to be addressed



Yes, I want to help protect Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve.   It’s a very special place!
We need spaces where plants and animals can thrive and people can relax in nature.

                                  Here is my tax-deduc�ble contribu�on of  $                Date                        
      
 Name                                             Address                                                                                                            
                                                                     
 City                                Prov/State                        Postal Code                          Tel.                             
                       
 e-mail                                                                                                                                                                       
                                         
 Cheques can be payable to Thickson’s Woods Land Trust.

Mail to:  Box 541  Whitby, ON  L1N 5V3       (Charitable Registra�on # 0674382-52-13)

iden�fied the largest fish in the school as Creek Chub.
 In a very small area of open water north of Burns 
Street on the west branch, where the stream emerged 
from the ca�ails, we spo�ed five Green Frogs of various 
sizes, a Least Skipper bu�erfly, an Eastern Forktail 
damselfly and several meadowhawk dragonflies. This is 
very encouraging, sugges�ng that the level of pollu�on 
here is low enough to accommodate aqua�c life less 
tolerant of environmental degrada�on.  Even the collec�on 
site south of Wentworth Street on the west branch was 
home to a school of minnows.
 Unfortunately, on the north side of Wentworth 
Street along the east branch there was no evidence of 
aqua�c life, sugges�ng that somewhere along the lower 
reaches of this stream must be the sources of contamina�on 
impac�ng the marsh itself.  Once the results of the water 
sampling for this season are analyzed and interpreted, it 
should be possible to reach some conclusions and move 
toward finding solu�ons.
 Thanks to CLOCA for managing to find the money 
to fund this year’s tes�ng.
 

three monthly samples, and they were happy to do that.  
Heather Brooks reported that the costs of analyzing water 
samples on Oshawa Creek had been paid for by the City of 
Oshawa.  Dennis agreed to approach Mayor Don Mitchell 
about the possibility of having the Town of Whitby do the 
same for Corbe� Creek.
 Phill Holder offered to help with produc�on of 
a brochure to be used as a star�ng point for discussions 
with adjacent property owners, and to put together a 
presenta�on looking at the situa�on from the point of 
view of business.  Margaret Carney offered to help with 
organizing the contents of the brochure, and to look for 
volunteers to be part of a team to meet with folks whose 
proper�es back onto the creek valleys.
 Two sets of water samples have been collected 
to date, on July 18 and on August 20.  The upstream site 
selected for the west branch is immediately north of Burns 
Street where the stream emerges from an extensive area 
of ca�ail marsh.  The upstream site for the east branch is 
on the north side of Westwood Road at Meadow Crescent, 
two streets north of Manning.
 Water in both loca�ons appeared clear, and 
evidence of aqua�c life was encouraging.  In the east 
branch on August 20, a school of about twenty small fish 
were swimming about in a pool above the bridge and two 
water striders were skimming over the surface.  Nicholas 



 Birds, Beavers & Butterflies 
Nature Festival

Saturday, September 15
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Adults $5   Kids $2  Families $10 (Cash only)

More Festival Fun!

Silent auction

Yummy bake sale

Refreshments by Divine Dining

Nature art & gifts

Join the Experts!
Astronomy / Solar observing

Bugs and botany IDBird bandingBeekeepingGeologyGuided nature walks

Special Events!
vHammer with Home Depot

vSpeaking of Wildlife 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
vMax the Magnificent 11:00 a.m.
vReptilia Reptile Show 12:00 Noon
vExplore the Enchanted Garden

Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve

Directions: from Hwy 401 in Whitby, take Thickson Road south to the Waterfront Trail.   
Follow the signs.

Info: 905-433-7875 or www.thicksonswoods.com    E-mail: nature@thicksonswoods.com

Learn about nature from the experts!

Enjoy exciting activities - fun for all the family!

Please note that for the protection of wildlife, dogs are not allowed in the nature reserve.

For Kids 2 to 92!
Face painting
Wishing tree
Hawk Watch

Lunchtime Nature Concert

All proceeds support 
Thickson’s Woods Nature Reserve.

17th Annual

(Please lug-a-mug / water bottle.)


